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UNIVERSITY  
OFMONTANA
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University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 59812-1301 243-2522
January 19, 1989
UM H IR E S  IS L A M IC  P R O F E S SO R  
M IS S O U L A  —
The University of Montana has hired Mehrdad Kia to teach 
several courses on the Islamic world beginning next fall, history 
department Chairman Bill Farr announced today.
Kia will teach an introductory course and several upper 
division classes, including one on 19th century Islamic 
intellectual history, Kia's specialty.
Originally from Iran, Kia is a visiting professor of history 
at Iowa's Cornell College. He's taught courses on the Ottoman 
Empire, origins of the Islamic state and Arab nationalism, 
history of Iran and Egypt, and Arab-Israeli conflict.
UM history courses customarily have focused on Europe and 
America, Farr says, adding that Kia's classes will help students 
understand the significance of non-Western traditions as well.
"Increasingly, we all recognize that there are other 
civilizations and cultures that require our understanding and 
appreciation if we are to make sense of our contemporary world," 
Farr says.
Kia's writings include articles on "Women in the Iranian 
Constitutional Revolution" and "The Life and the Thought of Mirza 
Agha Khan Kirmani, a Muslim Nationalist."
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Kia earned doctoral and master’s degrees in Middle 
Eastern/North African history at the University of Wisconsin and 
frequently lectures on those topics.
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